REVIEWS 


Progressive Medicine. A Quarterly Digest of Advances, 
Discoveries, and Improvements in the Medical and 
Surgical Sciences. Edited by Hobart Amort Hare, M.D., 
Professor of Therapeutics and Materia Medica in the Jefferson 
Medical College of Philadelphia, etc. Assisted by Leighton 
F. Appleman, M.D., Instructor in Therapeutics, Jefferson 
Medical College, etc. Vol. I, pp. 377; 7 illustrations. Phila¬ 
delphia and New York:- Lea & Febiger, March, 1912. 

The first volume of Progressive Medicine for this year has recently 
appeared. The opening section of 101 pages by Charles H. Frazier 
is an excellent critical review of the surgery of the head, neck, and 
thorax. He first takes up the brain and under this heading describes, 
along with other interesting topics, the hypophysis, cerebral 
decompression, brain puncture, hydrocephalus, brain tumors, and 
cranial fractures. After he covers comprehensively the mouth, 
face, jaw, and neck, he devotes IS pages to a consideration of the 
thyroid gland, the parathyroids, and the thymus. Under thoracic 
surgery Frazier discusses the mammary gland; the heart and 
pericardium; intratracheal sufflation, over which he is justly 
enthusiastic; empyema; the surgical treatment of pulmonary 
tuberculosis, and other phases of the surgery of the lungs and the 
esophagus. 

John Ruhruh has contributed, as usual, an admirable review’ of 
the extensive literature on infectious diseases that has appeared 
during the last year. It is out of the question to attempt to 
enumerate in detail the wealth of interesting material discussed in 
this contribution of 144 pages. Among some of the subjects to 
which particular attention has been paid, may be mentioned Brill's 
disease, cholera, diphtheria, hookworm disease, malaria, Malta 
fever, the work of Anderson ■ and Goldberger on experimental 
measles in the monkey, pellagra, poliomyelitis, scarlet fever, and 
smallpox.In addition, however, Ruhriih has entered into the 
always important subjects of tuberculosis and typhoid fever with 
unusual thoroughness, devoting 35 pages to their consideration. 

Diseases of children are covered in 32 pages by Floyd M. Crandall, 
who emphasizes in particular hemorrhagic diseases of infants, the 
urine and purulent infections of the urinary tract in infants, indi- 
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gcstion in older children nnd gastric disorders in infants, and 
concludes a-itli a discussion of infant foods and artificial feeding. 

The last S9 pages of this volume are devoted to a contribution 
by D. Braden Kyle of 52 pages on rhinology and laryngology and 
one on otology by Arthur B. Duel. Kyle lays particular stress upon 
vasomotor disturbances of the nose, common colds, the ocular 
symptoms and other complications of sinus disease, the tonsils, 
cancer of the larynx, and the treatment of stuttering. The major 
portion of Duel’s article is taken up with a discussion of syphilis, 
otosclerosis, diseases of the labyrinth, and the organs of hearing 
and multiple sclerosis. 

A survey of the interesting nnd carefully compiled information 
contained in Vol. I makes it evident that during 1912, as heretofore. 
Progressive Medicine must be accorded first rank among current 
works of reference. G. M. P. 


The Sensibility of the Alimentary Canal. By Arthur F. 
IIertz, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. Pp. S3. London: Henrv Frowde 
and Hodder & Stoughton, 1911. 

Under this title were deliverer! the Goulstonian Lectures at 
the Royal College of Physicians, in March of 1911. The experi¬ 
mental work forming the foundation of this publication was under¬ 
taken with the object of interpreting pathological sensations in the 
alimentary tract, on the basis of disturbance of sensibility of healthy 
organs. 1 Vi til this object in mind, various divisions of the digestive 
apparatus have been studiously investigated as to their reaction 
to tactile, thermal, and chemical stimuli, and on what depend the 
sensations of fulness and distention, the sensations of emptiness and 
hunger, and the sensation of pain. 

There has been a great deal of experimental work devoted to 
this study of Dr. Hertz, and we congratulate him on the zeal with 
which he has attacked the subject, and on the interesting way in 
which he offers his results to our critical eye. The original lectures 
have been slightly changed in order to bring the reading matter 
into a chaptcral arrangement. Although the author’s trend of 
thought is easily followed, the impression of facts gathered is 
reinforced by a very concise summary or resume at the close of 
certain chapters, and at the end of the hook by a most contracted 
list of conclusions. 

The chapter on pain has interested the reviewer the most 
Having reviewed for this Journal about a year ago, the book 
by Mackenzie on Symptoms, the writer was interested in noting 
the divergent view of Hertz from that of Mackenzie on the cause 



